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The European Crafts Alliance (ECA) is a European network that brings together over 30

craft organisations from more than 20 countries. Its central mission is to advocate for and
strengthen the role of crafts in Europe by enhancing public recognition and understanding of
their value as a vital component of cultural identity, social inclusion, and sustainable economic

development.

As a proud partner of the New European Bauhaus (NEB), we are inspired by its core
principles: sustainability, aesthetics, and inclusion. The European Crafts Alliance (ECA), a
non-profit organisation committed to strengthening cultural collaboration across Europe,
recognises the urgent need to address environmental sustainability in its mission, operations

and standards.

This Green Charter provides a common framework and a code of good practice for all
individuals and institutions involved in ECA’s initiatives. It aims to mainstream environmental
considerations across all aspects of activity implementation and institutional practice. By

following the principles of the European Green Deal, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the Charter seeks to

reduce environmental impact, raise awareness and promote best practices in sustainable

cultural management.

The Green Charter reflects the New European Bauhaus Compass in encouraging systemic
thinking and environmentally conscious approaches to creating high-quality, inclusive living and

working environments.

For the ECA, the priority is to ensure the sustainability of craft practices through a
comprehensive and long-term approach that integrates ecological, social, and cultural

dimensions.


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/NEB_Compass_V_4.pdf

The ECA’s environmental commitment is rooted in a broader strategic objective: to generate

a structuring effect on the European craft sector by strengthening its capacity to
respond to today’s pressing economic, digital, societal, environmental, and
democratic challenges. We aim to contribute to the implementation of European policy

priorities through concrete, measurable actions in the field of sustainability.

We believe that the European craft sector plays a vital and transformative role in shaping a
more sustainable, circular economy. Crafts not only support urban and rural development but
also offer innovative, low-impact solutions to the climate crisis. Through our actions, we aim to
maximise the sector’s potential to reduce environmental impact and contribute positively to

community regeneration.

Our commitment also extends to engaging broader publics in sustainability conversations by
highlighting the role that crafts can play in key areas such as mental health awareness,
democracy, inclusion, education, and skills development. We believe crafts can act as a platform

for connection, well-being, and civic participation, while also modelling ecological responsibility.

To this end, we pledge to:

=> Integrate sustainability and circularity into all aspects of our operations.

=> Adopt resource-efficient and low-emission practices in our governance, events,
partnerships, and communications.

=> Raise awareness among our members and collaborators about practical,
evidence-based approaches to environmental responsibility.

=> Contribute actively to the goals of the European Green Deal, the UN 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development, and the Creative Europe Programme’s greening objectives.



The ECA Green Charter policy aims to positively change the mindset of various target

groups, encouraging them to embark on a path towards green and digital projects solutions,

training curricula, economic activity and business solutions.
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Agenda.



The European craft sector is embedded in a rapidly evolving context marked by significant and

interconnected challenges. These include:

-
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The escalating impact of climate change and environmental degradation.
Increasing costs of raw materials and energy.

The lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on production and cultural
engagement.

Geopolitical instability, including the war in Ukraine.

Persistent inequalities in access to resources, markets, and education.

Disruption from digital technologies and dominance of mass production models.

However, these challenges also create a fertile ground for transformation. The craft sector,

with its deep-rooted traditions, local knowledge, and adaptability, is well positioned to

contribute meaningfully to a more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient future for Europe.

Craft practices naturally align with many principles of the green transition: low-energy

processes, minimal waste, durable products, and local supply chains. By foregrounding these

strengths, the craft sector can:

N
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Serve as a driver for circular economy models and climate-smart innovation.
Strengthen social cohesion and well-being through community-based practices.
Reinforce local and regional economies through sustainable tourism and place-based
value chains.

Engage citizens directly in sustainability goals through creative expression and hands-on

learning.

The New European Bauhaus Compass provides a valuable framework to guide these

efforts. It defines sustainability as ensuring human activity does not exceed planetary


https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/NEB_Compass_V_4.pdf

boundaries while prioritising the needs of all life forms and the planet. Within this, it outlines

three core ambitions:

Craft initiatives can embody this
ambition through durable,
adaptable, and recyclable

practices that rethink material use
and minimise pollution and waste.

REPURPOSE

The craft sector can play a key
role in creating closed-loop
systems by transforming waste
into resources and collaborating CLOSE THE LOOP
across the value chain, from
production to end-of-life.

Crafts can contribute to
biodiversity restoration, local
ecological awareness, and long-
term regeneration of both
natural environments and cultural
landscapes.

These ambitions challenge us to consider not just technical outputs, but also the broader
ecosystemic, behavioural, and societal impact of our work. In this way, the NEB Compass
connects environmental sustainability to values of beauty and togetherness, complementing the

transformative role of crafts.

As emphasised in the 2023 "Greening the Creative Europe Programme" report and the Council
Conclusions on CCIE, the cultural and creative sectors are essential contributors to the
European Green Deal, social inclusion, and democratic renewal. The European Crafts Alliance
embraces these findings and calls for greater recognition of the sector’s transformative

potential in environmental, social, and economic policy.



To operationalise our environmental commitments, the ECA sets out a series of practical

pillars for sustainable action. These pillars are designed to integrate environmental
considerations throughout the entire lifecycle of our initiatives, from planning and

implementation to dissemination and long-term impact.

The Green Charter aims to:

=> Mainstream sustainability in all relevant aspects of activities, including teaching, learning,

and capacity building.
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Avoid or minimise negative environmental impacts at all project stages.

\

Prevent or reduce waste generation, and wherever possible, sort, reuse, and recycle
unavoidable by-products.

Minimise harmful emissions, including greenhouse gases, resulting from activities.
Prioritise low-carbon modes of transport for project-related travel and commuting.

Encourage the use of teleconferencing tools when physical attendance is not essential.
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Reduce energy, water, and the use of other scarce resources across all operations.
A. Governance and Operations

e Apply sustainability principles in strategic and financial planning.
e Appoint an environmental focal point or committee.

® Include sustainability in annual evaluations and reporting.
B. Programmes and Activities

e Use hybrid or low-impact formats for events.
e |Integrate sustainable design principles into all public-facing activities.

e Reduce material waste and prioritise reuse and recycling.



Prioritise low-carbon transport options.
Group activities regionally where possible to limit emissions.

Offset unavoidable emissions transparently.

Transition towards renewable energy use in all activities.
Encourage partners and venues to adopt energy-efficient systems.

Use eco-labelled, recyclable or upcycled materials.

Work with sustainably certified suppliers and service providers.

Apply environmental criteria in contracts and tendering procedures.

Share knowledge and tools on sustainability with partners and members.

Promote environmental themes through public engagement, learning and dissemination
initiatives.

Provide guidance on life-cycle analysis, energy and water use, material sustainability,
and carbon accounting.

Encourage data collection, benchmarking, and continuous evaluation to inform

sustainable development goals.

Develop visual guidelines and messaging aligned with the NEB and the EU sustainability
objectives.
Engage broader audiences through storytelling, exhibitions, and media campaigns that

highlight sustainability in crafts.



This Green Charter is informed by a range of established European and international

frameworks, including:

New European Bauhaus Compass

European Green Deal

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Greening the Creative Europe Programme
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Council Conclusions 2022/C 160/06 on Cultural and Creative Industries Ecosystems

In addition to these strategic documents, the Green Charter draws on the previous
experiences of the ECA and its members, who have actively piloted and implemented
sustainability measures across a range of craft-related contexts. These field-tested practices
ensure the Green Charter’s relevance and applicability to diverse operational environments

within the European craft sector.

To ensure accountability and continuous progress, the Green Charter will be reviewed
periodically for relevance and effectiveness. Its implementation will be monitored using both
qualitative and quantitative indicators, in consultation with ECA members and partners.
Improvements will be made collaboratively, based on shared learning and alignment with the

latest EU recommendations and climate benchmarks.

Tools and practices will be refined regularly to ensure the integration of up-to-date knowledge,

new sustainability standards, and evolving sectoral needs.


https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/system/files/2023-01/NEB_Compass_V_4.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/publications/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%20web.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e20ac9a0-f52b-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52022XG0413(01)

Environmental sustainability is essential to the long-term resilience, creativity, and relevance of

the cultural and craft sectors. The Green Charter serves not only as a declaration of values
but also as a practical roadmap for embedding sustainability in the operations, collaborations,

and outputs of the European Crafts Alliance and its members.

By fostering a shared understanding of ecological responsibility, the Green Charter aims to
support a cultural shift towards mindful resource use, climate resilience, and socially inclusive
practices. It provides a structured framework for proactive engagement with the challenges of

our time, empowering both institutions and individuals to act with purpose and accountability.

Through this Green Charter, the ECA reaffirms its dedication to shaping a cultural ecosystem
that contributes meaningfully to the European Green Deal, the UN Sustainable Development

Goals, and the well-being of communities across Europe.

Together, we work toward a healthier, fairer, more creative and
sustainable future for all.
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